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back the development of the new and far better religion for a hundred years.
When we arrive at the eighteenth chapter we step off the ground of firm history and come into a nebulous region, where we see " men as trees walking." That is our position when we examine the legends about St. John and the disciples who surrounded him at Ephesus. Yet, if we could only know the truth about these, we should know the exact history of the origin of the Fourth Gospel, so entirely different in character from the rest, here superior and there inferior.
It will be remembered that Renan in his first edition of the Vie de Jesus attributed more importance to the Fourth Gospel than he did later; but he persisted in the belief that St. John had a way of his own of relating the life of Jesus, very different from those of St. Mark and St. Luke. He thought, however, that it is to the last degree doubtful whether, long as the Apostle seems to have lived, he ever adopted the curious idea of the Logos which we find in the beginning of the Gospel attributed to him. In this eighteenth chapter is sketched the dimly seen figure of Cerinthus, the first heretic. We are in the same kind of twilight region in the twentieth chapter amongst the Syrian sects ; but